Mock Interview Worksheet

Either in small groups or working alone, identify and correct the problems with this mock
interview transcript of a Vietnam Veteran from the first ten minutes of an interview.

Interview Transcription
Interviewer: John Smith
Interviewee: G. Whitman
Date: 7/15/01
Location: Mr. Smith's house

G. Whitman: In what year did you go to Vietnam?
John Smith: 1968

GW: How long were you there for?

JS: 1-year

GW: What was it like seeing people being killed
around you?

JS: It was difficult but I rather not talk about it.

GW: Do you think America was justified about
fighting a war in Vietnam?

JS: Absolutely not?
GW: Where were you during the Tet Offensive?

JS: Well that's an interesting story. My platoon was
actually shifted south toward Saigon just days
before the offensive and we were positioned just
outside of the American embassy, which as you
know was nearly overrun. I saw some amazing
stuff that day that I will never forget.

GW: Well, that's all the questions I have, thanks for
your time.

Things to consider:

(1) How should an interview be organized (beginning, middle and end?

(2) What better way could this interview have been started?

(3) If you were going to interview someone what types of questions would elicit the
most beneficial responses?

(4) Where should emotional, tough questions come in an interview?

(5) How might the interview have been better concluded?




